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Friends, colleagues, and guests: good afternoon. It is with great appreciation and humility that I 
welcome each of you back to this hallowed chamber to begin the Second Regular Session of the 
101st General Assembly. 


Before we continue, I would like to take a moment to recognize the President of the Missouri 
Senate: Lt. Governor Mike Kehoe, the former Senators who have joined us today, and the close 
friends and family who have traveled to support us and celebrate this special occasion. 


Why are we here? We each have unique backgrounds and find ourselves at different stations in 
life. We disagree and we debate. We see the world through our own particular prisms. And yet, 
at some point, on some level, each one of us saw an unmet need in our community and asked: 
how can I serve? What solutions can I bring to the table? And with the support of our families 
and the trust of our communities, each of us answered that call to serve. 


So despite our differences we find ourselves here, together, working to deliver solutions that 
make life better for millions of Missourians. 


The challenges of the past two years have been great and have only seemed to intensify; but I am 
hopeful. I am hopeful because the Senators here today have demonstrated before that they can 
put aside personal differences in order to overcome the obstacles before us. I am hopeful because 
we have come together to deliver much-needed tax relief for working families. We have leveled 
the playing field for Missouri’s small businesses. We have given parents greater choice in their 
children’s educations. We have invested billions in our critical infrastructure. And, most 
importantly, we have stood firm against government abuse and overreach at every level. 


This year, as we face an unprecedented set of new challenges, let’s remember these 
accomplishments. When it’s late, when frustrations are high, and tempers wear thin—let’s 


remember what we have accomplished together. The stakes are too high to give up. Missourians 
are counting on us to work together to deliver real solutions that make their lives better. We have 
delivered before and I am confident we will deliver again. 


It is an honor and a privilege to serve alongside each of you. I pray that God would bless our 
solemn work and this great state we are all proud to call home. 


